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. Jlher Men Seem Sure of a Majo

HOW FORCES WILL BE DIVIDED AT CHt

- 1o the National Convention.

AGD,

'
ma

fyy But Not of Two-Thirs of the Delegates

Forecast as Made by Democratic Members of Congress---Canvass of the
States and Views of Distinguished Leaders.

A canvess made by BStar reporters
through the congressional delegations In-
@icates that the silver men are apt to have
& majority of the delegates to the demo-
cratic national convention. It takes two-
thirds to nominate, but a majority adopts
the platform. There are expected to be
P80 delegates, including six from each ter-
ritory and the District of Columbia. The
choice of candidates does not yet enter
much into the dlscussion of the nationa!
convention. This choice depends so mucl
upon the policy adopted by the party tha:
it seems useless to discrss candidates untl.
it is determined which faction of the party
is going to control the convention.

The first question fs, What are demo-
oratic principles? A large element, com-
pcsed chiefily of the old-fashioned demo-
crats and those holding to old-fashioned
theories, Insist that bimetallism in the true
sense of the word; that is, silver and gold
on equal footing as standard money, is one
of the articles of democratic faith. An-
other element, of which Mr. Cleveland is
the recognized leader, hold to a gold stand-
ard of value and the use of silver only in
& subordinate capacity, If at all, measured
in its value by geld. Which of these ele-
ments represents the party is to be deter-
mined. d

Candidates are spoken of in a tentative
way, but there is not even a boom start-
@d yet for any of them. Though most peo-
ple have come to the conclusion that Mr.
Cleveland himself will not again be a can-
didate, the opinlon is held by men eminent
in the party and of the widest political ex-

Secretary Carlisle.

perience that he desires the nomination
if he can get matters adjusted in advance
to sult him. He cannot, therefore, be left
cut of the reckoning in counting over the
candidates. That he may decline even-
tually i3 not improbable, but it Is quite
likely that he would be glad to see a sit-
uation develop which would lead to his
nomination with a fair prospect of success.
The prospect of such a development is
ohscure. A declination on his part would
be regarded by many as an indication that
the prize he pushed away was already
lost to him.

Morrison of Illinois and Matthews of In-
diana are generally regarded as the candi-
dates most worth consldering at this time.

Carilisle” andidacy excites no more than a | 2 2 5
AT I SR = oy | can easily bring a silver delegation to the

passing comment. Whitney might be taken
Into account as a candidate if the Zold men
had control of the convention and he would
corscnt to run. ‘The obstacle owf his disin-
elination might be overcome, but a pre-
requisite to his candidacy would be the de-
feat of the silver men In convention. Olney
might beccme a candldate under the same
circumstances, and ke would probably be
more acccptable to many democrats, on ac-
count of hls record in the Stute Depart-
ment, which would be expected to count for
something in the campaign.

The interview of ex-Gov. Campbell of
Ohio, in »hich he declared that under no
circumstiances weould he be a candidate, has
come as near as anything to giving him a
boom among the strong party men. That
Viee President Stevenson may become a
candidate i3 probable, and there are condi-
tions under which he would be a strong
nominee.

But the whole hunch of candidates on one
slle or on the other of the financial ques-
tlon will be Kknocked out of consideration
accordingly as one side or the other con-
trols the convention. One set is bound to
be eliminated at the start. The develop-
ments attending the organization of the
convention may put an entirely different
phase on the mutter, and it might even
happen that they would go Into the south
for a candidate, a thing not now contem-
plated.

The only thing presented for considera-
tion at this time is whether the sliver men
or the gold men will esntrol the convention.

A Gold Estimate,

A distinzuished gold standard demoerat
furnishes the following estimate of the del-
ezat:s which the gold standard faction will
control, m..r.kilig his total S8):

Alnhama cessidass 10-Nevain
ATKIRS. o vvvnnvnans
Californit.e.c.ccoemnens

Col rad). ...... e
Connecticut. yeeevase- 1
Pelawire. ccecnseenes

£O0.- ... -
.. Penns<ylvonia.........
«» 40 Rhode Istand......... 8
.o 20 South Curolina. e
. 90 Sputh Daketa........ ..

12 Tennessee. ... ... cerse 10
14 Texas=. ., 12
12 Ctah. 7
. 12 Yermo 8

18 Vireinla...
3 Washipgton. .
22 West Virglnia

Minnesota 14 Wisconsin... X
3(L~s=s~i|ap1. 4 Wyoming......... sesm s
i lis=onrl. .. e=s LB =
MO A . canciiinenss -2 Total .coovessas 5SSO
Nebriskd.oeueesennnn. 12/

A careful eanvass of the situation in all
the states In tke Union, through Inter-
views with democrats from all sections,
some on each nlde of the contention, indl-
cates a different result. The chances seem
to be that the silver men will have a falr-
1y strong majority In the democratic con-
vention, though there appears no prospeoct
of their kaving two-thirds. Even some rad-
ical gold men admit that there is great
danger that silver sentiment will predom- 4
‘naie, and conservative gold men would
hurdly count on some of the delegations
given in the above table.

It is reasonable to take out of this col-

ot « 16
12 West Virginia........ 2

9
Devesssnsansse —
PBl.onceversne & TOMAL..eveereennenn. s

This reduces the gold column to 306. The

indications are that the silver men have the
best prospects for all these 274 except In
Iowa, Ohlo, Nebraska and Indiana. In tha
last three the chances are regarded as
about even.
A Silver Estimate.

A sllver estimate not more sanguine than

the gold estimate above would claim:

Alnbama. .cvvurennn.a. 22/0hl0.cecvirininnnanas B0
Arkunsus. ..... sevsese 16 Oregon. .ooeeneua. ssee B
California..... ++sss 18! South Ourolina....... 18
Colorndo. «vevsvereiees 8 South Dukolt........ 8
Florlda. . couuu. eee BiTennessee...coeevennn 22
GOUTEIR. coenssenncnes 2B TEXNS. o ouveenaransnnse 30
Idaho.,. BIIRR. .ot ceinannn L3
ilinois +« 48 Nirgin'a..... 24
Tndinnn . 39 Washington. . -]
Kunsas. 18 Wes: Viglnl a3
Kentucky, 16 Wyoming 6
Loulsiana 14! Arizona. . 6
Michigan. . 28 New Mexi 6
Mississippl 18 Oklnhomwa. . G
Missourl.. . - 84 Alnska. ... 6
Moutant.. . ve G Indlun Tervitory...... 6
Nevada............... 6 District of Columbia.. ©
Nurth Carolina....... 22 e
Nourth Dakota........ 6] Total.....ccocvvasne 540

Most of the delegates are counted solidly
one way or the other, because it is expect-
ed that nearly every state convention will
give Instructions. It is held by the demo-
crats to be competent for the state con-
vention to instruct all the delegates of the
state, though they have been elected by
districts. Under the present clrcumstances
it is believed that the delegations of nearly
every state will be Instructed for or agalnst
silver, and In that event the majority casts
the entire vote of the state. In Ohlo and
West Virginia this will probably not be
done. In the latter state the silver men
will probably gain three by the absence of
the unit rule. In Ohio it is uncertain which

Willizm C. Whitney.

will ba the gainer,
doubtful which
jority.

In the above estimate of 9 delezates
for silver, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and
Ohio (156 wvolea) are the states that may
fairly be said to be in doubt, and the bur-
den of available Information, even from
“sound money™ sources, is that Illinois and
Michigun are pretty certain to instruct for
silver; that in Indiana the tendency is the
same way, and that the Ohio delegation
being divided the silver men are conceded
at least a third of the delegates.

In Towa, which is not includea in ghis
list, the situation is extremely uncertain.
Gov. Boies may be a candidate for the
presidency, and if he Is it is thought he

for It is extremely
faction will have the ma-

conventien. Republicans from the state
think that it will be for “sound monuey.”
The Two-Thirds Rale.

With the prospect that neither side will
have two-thirds of the delegates, It i{s ex-
pected that the two-thirds rule will be
abandoned. TIf Morrison were the leading
candidate, a silver platform having been
adopted by the mnajority, he might get
votes from both siides as a compromise.

The history of the two-thirds rule dates
back to the first convention ever held by
the democratic party. (Up fo that time the
candidates of the varicus parties had been
put out In different ways. The first politi-
cal convention in the history of the coun-
try was that of the anti-Masonic party,
which brought Seward and Fillmore into
political life, The anti-Masonic party origi-
nated in western New York over the al-
leged disappearance of Willlam Morgan, a
Mason who had written a book which
claimed to expose the workings of the first
three degrees of Masonry. The party came
to lif: In 1526 and won some fights in local
elections in the state of its birth. It then
called for a national convention to be held
at Baltimore in September, 1X31. This con-
vention was followed by the republican
convention, held in Baltimore in December,
1531, at which Clay and John Sargent were
nominated.

The first democratic convention was call-
ed to meet in Baltimore on the 21st of May,
1882, Jackson had previously been put out
as the demoecratic nominee by the New
York legislature, but New Hampshire,
which is the originator of national econ-
ventions, called for the convention which
was held. It was for the purpose of nomi-
nating a candidate for Vice President, Cal-
houn having quarreled with Jackson.

The presiding officer of this first demo-
cratic converticn was Gen. Rolert Lucas
of Ohio, and the resolution requiring a two-
thirds vole to nominate was introduced by
Delegzate Sauncers of North Carolina. The
object of the resolution was to glve the
southern men something of a veto power
in the future conventions. The rule, as
adopted by the convention, and which has
stood, in part, to this day, was as follows:

“Resolved, That each state be entitled, in
the nomination to be made of a candidate
for the vice presidency, to a number of
votes equal to the number that they will be
entitled to in the electoral colleges under
the new apportionment in voting for Pres-
ident and Viee President, and that two-
thirds of the whole number of votes in the
convention shall be necessary to constl-
tute a choice.”

At the democratic convention at Baltl-
mora in May, 184, when Polk was noml-
natgd., a strong effort was made to kill
the rule, but by a vote of 148 to 118 it was
allowed to stand.

That was the origin of a rule which some
historlans claim has killed off many of the
best men the party ever had.

Following the adoption of the rule the
next democratic convention was held in
Baltimore In 15835, and there the first candl-
date for President was nominated. Van
Euren was the nominee and twenty-two

‘states were represented. After that con-

ventions were consldered regular institu-
tions.

It was not until 1852 that the rule allow-
Ing twice the number of delegates In the
electoral college was adopted. That rule
did not apply until the Cincinnatli conven-
tion In 1856.

Van Buren was the first victim of the
two-thirds rule. In the convention of 1844,
when Polk was nominated, Van Buren had
a majority on the first ballot, but could not
secure the necessary two-thirds. Polk, who
had not been talked of, was pushed for-
ward and secured the nomination on the
tenth ballot.

The Weat.

There is some difliculty in getting re-
liable information from sections of the
west because of the absence of democrats
in Congress. P =

Representative Maguire of California is

the only demoecrat in the House from what
Is known as the far wesl.

Speaking for that section to a Star re-
porter, Mr. Maguire said: “I think all of
the western states will send silver dele-
gations to the national convention.”

“Io you Include Karnsas, Nebraska and
Iowa in that estimate?”

“0Oh, ves, they are for silver.”

Mr. Maguire sald he thonght the fac-
tions would be close at Chicago, but be-
lleved the silver men would win. “If we
can get a silver platform,” said Mr. Ma-
guire In answer to a question as to the
presidential cheice of the west, “we will
ba sallsfied with any good demccrat wh»
wlll agree to carry It out, unless it should
be a man whose past record would glve
rise to fear that he would be swayed by
other influences."

When asked if he thouzht therz would
be a beolt at ("hicago, Mr. Maguire answer-
ed: “If a plank 15 adopled absolutely re
pudiating the demands of the free silver
men, I would not be surprised to see a
bolt."”

Senator Roach ecf Sputh Dakota says
that he thinks every one of the states west
nf the Missour! river will send silver dele-
gations to the convention. He says he
cannot think of any probable exception.
The Dakotas are sure to send silver dele-
gations, In his judgment.

The solid west, which, it is claimed, will
be for sllver at Chicagzo, has the follow-
ing vote in the convention:

California North Dakota........ 8
Covorado LR LTS | s B
Tdaho. . 3 South Dakota 8
Iowa. .. 3 Urab..... 6
K:nsis. . Was! 8
Montana. ., Wyumin 6
Nebrtski. vorannnn.. 16 ——
Neveda. ... oo & Total 148

Secretary

Olney.

the territories of Arizona, New Mexico and
Oklahoma, making the total 166.

Mr. Maguire also estimated that every
state west of the Mississippl would elect
silver delegates, but as Texas and Missouri
are put down as helonging to the south,
they are not counted. Minnesota is also
not counted.

A stubborn fight is bheing made in Ne-
lLraska and Kansas. In hoth these states
it is agrced that the sentiment is strongly
in favor of silver. Senator Pefler says he
thinks the silver men are nine to one gold
man ameng the demoerats in Kansas, but
they are r ot orcanlzed, and the administra-
tion people are trying to take advantage
of that lact.

Frobably of all that section of the coun-
try tkere is more uncertainty abou: Ne-
braska. Secretary Morton is putting forth
his efforts there in favor of the administra-
tion, bul the general oplnion among dem-
ocrats in Congress is that the silver men
have the best of it.

Wisconsin.

Senator Vilas seys that Wisconsin will
send a solid “sound money"” delegation to
the conventlon. He does not think there
is rocm for a doubt as to that. He does
not speak with such certainty as to
other of the western states Without
preterding to be able to sprak authorita-
tively, he entertains the hope that “sound
money' has a little the besi of it in Illi-
noiz, Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan., He
thinks likely taat in Minnesota and Jowa
there is more reason for confidence, but
there is hope for both Iliinois and Michi-
gan, aceording to the very general infor-
mation on the subject.

Missouri.

The only question in Missouri, according
to tha men from that state with whom The
Star reporters have talked, is whether the
delegation is to be instructed throughout or
not. There will undoubtedly be a few gold
delegates elected—from two to four. It llies
with the state convention to coniirm these

selections or to select others iIn thelr
places. They may be confirmed and in-
structed to vote for silver, but there Is a
proposition to go further and select men
in harmony with the majority. No doubt
Is expressed that the solid vote will be
cast for silver under instructions.

“I take it for granted,” said Senator
Vest, “that my state will be solid for free
coinage of silver and gold at 16 to 1, and
that the delegates will be so instructed.”

The Senator sald that up to a short time
azo he had not hoped that the silver men
would control the national convention, but
he believed the chances now for them do-
ing so were good.

Michigan.

The influence of Don M. Dickinson is said
to be the only thing the silver democrats
fear in Michigan. Dickinson's Influence is
confessed to be great, and it is said that
if he were to make an active, determined
fight for go!d tke outcome would be doubt-
ful. It Is reported that he has announced
Eis intention to keep his hands off, and if he
dces the chances are that a silver dele-
gation will be elected to the national con-
vention. The contest Is being pressed with
great vigor. The sllver democrats have
formed a state committee for the purposes
of this campalgn. Editor Hampton is chair-
man, and amorg the members are ex-Rep-
resentative Fisher, the last democratic can-
didate for governor of the state; Mr. Burt,
the candidate for governor in 'S4, and ex-
Representatives Whiting and Yaple.

Ohlo.

‘While the best politicians admit that at
least one-third of the Ohio delegation will
be for silver, it is not probable that the
silver men will be able to capture the en-
tire delegation. Senator Brice will prob-
ably be one of the delegates-at-large from
the state, provided the silver men don't
capture the state convention. The state
has not heretofore voted as a unit, so that
there will probably be a divided delegation,
and it is uncertaln which faction will
be In the majority. The silver men are
suppcsed to have the best of it.

Senator Brice, speaking of the national
convention, said: “By the time the con-
vention meets the ellver men will be In a
hopeless minority. They will not be able
to control the platform or the candidate.”

“What 1s your estimate of the sound
money vote at Chicago?’ asked The Star
reporter.

‘We will not have less than 530 votes,
and it is likely that the ‘sound money’
seventy more

vote will be some sixty or
than that. It will be that way if there is
any contest.”
‘““What about tha presidential cholce?’
“We will not make up our minds as to
what we will do about a presidential nom-
ines until after the republican national
oonvention meets. The chances are that
the state conventions of the big states, like

New York, Ohio and Penrsylvania, will not
meet to select delegates until after the St.
Louis convention.”

Went Virginin.

In West Virginia the “sound money”
men, It is- sald, will get the majority of
the delegation. No state convention will
be held, however. It has been decided that
each of the four congressional districts
shall holl a conventlon and elect three
delegates, one a delegate-at-large. There
I8 & good chance that one district will
send silver men, and possibly two will do
H0.

The plan given 15 a fair ane ta the =fl-
ver men, and If {hey have any strength in
the state they have a good opportunity of
showing It. They ought 10 e atls 1o cAap.
ture one or two of the distrizt conventions,
i is sald.

Senator Faulkaor says that there is some
hope that a fight over the financial qaes-
tlon may be avolded in West Virsinia, the
delegntles being  salected  withoul refer-
ence to silver. If this is not the case, he
says, there will probably be silver dele-
gates from one (istrier, gold delegates
frem two districts, with tna result In the
other district in Joubt. There will be no
majority control of ine delegation.

Minnesota.

Representative Towne of Minnesota Is a
republican, but he keeps up with the silver
movement In the various states. Talking
to a Star reporter he sald that if there was
an expression of the will of the democratiz
voters of Minnesota, a silver delegation
would be sent to Chicago. He did not know
whether_lhere would be an active attempt
of the silver forces for the delegation. A
majority of the leaders of the state, men
like ex-C'ongressman Hall, Dan W. Lawler
and Michael Doran, are opposed to silver,

Willinm R. Morrison.

and they will more than likely prevent the
white metal people from runaing the con-
vention. 1)

INlinoks.

Representative Downing, the only demo-
crat In the present House from Llinois,
sald to a Star reporter:

“I don’t think there I8 the least room for
doubt that Illinois will send a soli silver
delegation Yo the national convention. In
fact, it is as certain as anything In the
world. Illinols is one of the safest silver
states In the country as far as the demo-
crats are coacerned. The convention last
summer was thoroughly represcntative
and the sentiment for silver was over-
whelming. It has not grown less sinee,
Some districts will elect gold delegates,
but the whole delegation will he instructed
by the state convention. In my Judgment,
there will not be less than (X silver dele-
gates at the democratle national conven-
tion. Illinois, 1 think, will present  the
name of Mr. Morrison as a candidate, but
there will be nothing cquivocal about their
attitude on silver.

Inwn,

The indications point to a close fight In
Iowa over the money "question. Ex-(Gov.
Boles, who may yet figure prominently in
the presidential nomination at Chicago, Is
the free silver leader of the state, but he
has little backing of other leaders. The
people are said to be with him. Thers is a
powerful administration influence in the
state, and this element always takes a deep
Interest in the county, congressional and
stale conventions. It was that factiun
which secured control of the state conven-
tion last year and defeated the silver men
by a close vote.

Gov. Boies is said to be preparing to
make a strong fight to capture the coming
convention for the silver men. Should he
take a silver delegation to Chicago his
chances for the presidential nomination
would be that much more strengthened,
but should he allow the gold standard peo-
ple to beat him the silver people would not
be likely to consider him of much force,

Alabama.

The Alabama gold standard men possess
the qualities of fighters, and they are mak-
Ing sfich a.strong fight in the state that
they may be able to capture part of the
Alabama delegation to Chicago. The gen-
eral opinion is, however, that the delega-
tion will be for silver. The state conven-
tion will be held on the 28th of May.

“My opinion {s that the state convention
will send a delegation against the gold
standard and In favor of silver,” sald Rep-
resentative Wheeler.

Representative Reobbins, whose seat was
given to Mr. Aldrich, also expressed simi-
lar views.

Senators Morgan and Pugh, two of the
ablest silver men In the south, are of the
opinion that Alabama will be heartily for
the white metal at Chicago.

Representative Harrison, one -of the
‘‘sound money'' men fgomsthe state, told a
Star reporter that there was a good chance
for dividing the delegagion,

North Cavrolina.

The state convenuoghﬁaﬁt not been called,
but it is conceded that itiwill elect silver
delegates. The demodratsiof North Caro-
lina and South Caroltha ‘¥tand shoulder to
shoulder on the mondy estion. Nong of
the prominent men have fhreatened to bolt
the mnational convention: should it be
against sllver, but a.fjarge number of the
voters have done so,amnd;the situation is
serious to that exteng, Tde leading demo-
crats are for silver. -All. previous conven-
tions have declared foy thg white metal.

Regarding a presidential choice, the del-
egation will want a spund and straightfor-
ward silver man, buf wguld probably be
satisfied with Mor llaon, or.. Btevenson,
should elther pledge himself to let the will
of the party decide the money question.

North Carolina's {wenty votes are re-
garded as z certainty for silver at Chicago.

Te“'o

It i3 not disputed that Texas will be for
silver when the state convention meats.
The gold standard men clalm that they will
carry a few .districts, but it Is not known
how this will take place when the state
convention will elect all the delegates.

Representatives Pendleton, Culberson and
Balley, and all the other members of the
Texas delegation seen by a Star reporter,
£ald that there would -be a solld delegation
in the national convention from the lone
star state.

Primarles will be held throughout the
state on June 8 for the purpose af selecting

delegates to the state conventlon, which
bas not yet been called Y 3

Mr, Balley sald to The Star man: “I do
not demy nor would I attempt 'to conceal

the fact that the situation in Texas is a
very grave one, and it is practically cer-
tain that no democratic nominee for the
presidency can carry the state on a gold
standard platform. i feel sure that a: least
three-fourths and, perhaps, four-fifths of
the democratic party in Texas are earnestly
in favor of the free and unlimited colnage
of silver, and a large part of them cannot
be driven or induced to support a gold
standard policy,which they honestly believe
to be destructive of the best interests of
the country. I have no doubt that the
Texas delegation to the national convention
will be a unit in favor of the free colnage
of both gold and silver at the ratio of 18
to 1, and will insist to the bitter end upon
the formulation of a platform and the
nomination of a candidate in harmony with
their view."
Tennensee.

Representative McMillin of Tennessee
sald regarding his state: “Our state con-
vention will be for silver, and will send
delegates of that kind to Lhe national con-
vention at Chicago. In my opinlon Senator
Bate will head the delegation.”

When asked if the democrats of his state
had any choice for President, he =aid that
the question of the man to head the ticket
was not talked of.

Senntor Haile's View.

In response to questions by a Star re-
porter, Senator Bate sald:

“It is too early to give any specific ax-
pression as to the Individuals who may be
delegates to that convention, but as to the
gEreat question of ‘free colnage of silver'
there is no room for doubt as to the posi-
tion which the deleghtion frem Tennessee
will take in the deliberations at Chlcago.
There have recently been held in Tennes-
se2 some twenty or more democratic mass
meetings in as many counties, and, so far
as 1 have seen, all have declared in favor
of ‘free silver.' This I believe to be the
conviction of at least 8) per cent of the
democrals of the state. With so large a
majority of the party in favor of that pol-
icy in our currency, it is to be expected
that the state conventlon will instruct the
delegation to Chicago to vote for a ‘free
stlver’ platform and for a ‘free sllver' can-
didate. As to who should be nominated by
that convention for the first or secon®
place, I have seen no preference expressed,
nor do 1 know that any exists, which would
voice the preference of the democrats of
the state.

“The democratic party in Tennessee is
pre-eminently the party of the people, and
not of the classes; hence, it holds to the
real democratic prineiple that the volce of
the majority, falrly expressed, shall be the
rule of the party. Heretofore, under very
different conditions from any which ex’st at
present, two rules have obtained in demo-
cratie natlonal conventions. The majority
ruled in formulating the platform and the
minority governed in naming the candi-
dates. The two-thirds rule was a conces-
sion to the southern states for their protec-
tion, but when the reason for that rule
ceased the rule itself ought to have been
abandoned, since its practical operation, as
well as its real purpnse, was to clothe the
minority with a power to dictate its candi-
date upon the majority. &here belng no
reason for the continued operation of that
rule, it seems to me it would be a wize con-
cesslon to harmony for the convention in
the very first stuges of jls organization to

Vice I'resident Stevenson.

announce the abandonment of the ‘two-
thirds rule.’
“Another change is also des‘rable. This

year, ahove all vther tlmez, the people of
all parties demand clear, positive and em-
phatic platforms as to measures and poli-
cies, as well as of principles. All classes
are tired of ‘straddlers’ and Delphic an-
nouncements which may be read in differ-

ing senses in different sections of the coun- |

try. :

“In the spinion of the party in Tennes-
see, as I helieve, democratic suceess de-
pends greatly on an uwneguivoeal declara-
tien in favor of free coinage of silver.

“In the CCnicago econvention the advo-
cates of ‘frea s=llver’ will, In my opinion,
hold a large majority of the delegations
from states whose clectoral votes can e
secursd for democratic candidates; while
the oppuiients of ‘free silver will draw
thelr strength from states which under no
cireumstances will cast their electoral
votes for democratic candidates. Indeed,
no man in the face of the late election can
name a single state that is likely to vote
the democratic ticket that {s not a ‘free !]-
ver' state. Hence, the cperation of the
two-thirds rule will be to invest the minor-
Ity, coming f-om republican states, with
power to dictate candidates objectionable
to the states which are expected to vote
for them. The large majority of demo-
crats in Tennessee—and 1 think it obtains
throughout the south and west—feel that
th=y have a constitutfonally vested right to
silver as money, with every right that be-
longs to gold, and they fecl that they have
been deprived of this right by viclous legis-
lation to their detriment, and they propose
to re-establish the exercise of that rieht
through the bkallot hox. They mean to
have it tested fairly by having a national
platform that s unequivocal In its terms,
with a candidate whose position touching
the free coinage of silver is frankiy and
clearly announced, without reservation or
room for doubt. Such platform and can-
didate will challenge the admiration and
pood faith of tne masses of intelligent and
patriotic voters.”

Florida.

Florida’s congressional delegation is di-
vided on the money gquestlon. Senators
Pasco and Call are silver men, while Rep-
resentatives Cooper and Sparkman are for
“sound money.” Mr. Sparkman is the
chairman of the state executive committee,

Mr.” Sparkman declined to talk for publi-
cation about the probable action of his
statle, except to say that the democrats of
Florida are conservative,

On the other hand Senator Call talked
freely. “The people of Florida of both
parties are for silver,” he said. **“The banks
and railroads and the money Influences are
the other way. The state exececutive com-
mittee is in the hands of the railroad in-
fluence, and 1 eannot say when it will eall
the convention or what it will do. 1 wiil
say that if the will of nine out of ten of the
democrats of the state is expressed a sil-
ver delegation will be sent from IFlorida.”

The Senator also said that the silver men
didn't propose to be cheated and defrauded
down there any more, and that they would
“act to secure their rights this time.”

Kentucky.

Until the recent trouble at Frankfort
there was a hope among Kentuckians that
the diffcrences between the scund money
and silver men might be settled wilthout
trouble when the state convention met.

There is still some expression of such a
hcpe, ut the general belief is that a chasm
has been ecreated which can never be
bridged, and that the fight at the state
ccnvention over the selection of delegates
to the Chicago convention will be one to
the bitter end. No compromise will be ae-
cepted from the slde which is in the ma-
Jority at the convention. One or the other
will lose everything. The delezation from
Kentucky will either Lie solidly for “‘sound
money" or for silver, itnless the situation
very malerially changes, and that is not
expected. The silver men and friends of
Flackburn have been very much embit-
tered at the “sound money’ men. They look
upon them as republicans, and neither ex-
pect to give nor receive consideration.

The iInteresting question now is, Which
side will have a majority at the conven-
tion? It will ba close. The “sound money™
Congressmen from the state point to the
last convention as an indication of what
the next one will do, but some of them ad-
mit that the full silver strength was not
polled in the conventlon last year. There
were many who voted against the silver
resolutions becausze they thought they had
no place before the convention at that time.
Silver men say there isn’t a doubt that they
will win, and so it goes. Unprejudiced
sources, however, would more than likely
give the delegation to the silver men.

When asked what the state convention
would do, Representative McCreary said:
“I believe that the state democratic conven-
tion will declare in favor of ‘sound
money.” At the state convention last sum-
mer there was a lengthy debate on the

mecney question, and the majority report
of the committee on resolutions, which was
in favor of ‘sound money," was adopted by
a vote of 633 to 244, nearly three to one. I
was a member of the committee on reso-
lutions and took a deep interest in the
adoption of the majority report. I think
that before the state convention is held in
Kentucky the people will take an Interest
in the selection of delegates, and if the
viewz of a majority of the pecple are re-
spected in that convention, there can be
but one result—a declaration in favor of
‘sound morey." "

At every previous convention of the state
the custom has been to allow each congres-
sional district to select its own delegates
to the national conventions without inter-
ference or Instruction. If this were car-
ried out agair, the delegation would be di-
vided, and the gold men think they would
get the biggest end of the delegation. Of
the twenty-six votes of the state they
claim that they would be sure of eighteen
or twenty.

Representative Owens said to a Star re-
porter: “My idea iz that the first, second
and third districts will send silver dele-
#fates to Chicago. The fourth is in doubt,
but the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth; ninth,
Leath and eleventh will send *sound money’
men.*’

Both of the men quoted are “sound mon-
ey"” Representatives. Messrs. Clardy and
Kendall are the only silver Representatives
from the state. The latter preferred not to
talk on the sitvation.

Representative Hendrick and others said
to a Star reporter that the recent troubles
in the state have had a tendency to bring
about a desire for conservative action
among the democrats, and that after all
the delegation might be divided for har-
mony's sake. Outsiders, those not in official
life, belleve that there will be mo harmony,
snd that the split in Kentucky wiil exist
for a quarter of a century,

Virginin. .

The *“sound money” men have almost in-
variably included Virginia in estimating
their strength at Chicago, but the most
competent judges of the siteation in that
8tate say that the delegates will Le found
in the silver cclumn at the mational con-
vention. This w il be the case if that old
war horse of Virginia democracy, Senator
Danlel, has any influence when the state
convention meets in June. He Is one of
the silver leaders who does not believe in
compromise or doubie-edged platforms, and
will insist that his state send trustworthy
silver men. Of course, it is not known that
the delegation will be instructed, but it
will be composed of men who will probanly
lay aside personal fecling and vote as the
people of their state wish.

Of the nine democrats in the House from
the state, five—Meusrs, Jonea, Tyler, Me-
Kenny, Swanson and Otey—are silver men.
Three—Messrs. Ellett, Turner and Tucker—
ave gold men., Mr. Meredith is also counted
as a sllver mar, although he did not vote
for the Serate substitute in the House.
Senator Martin is a conzervative *sound
meney” man,

When asked for an expression of apjnion,
Senator Danlel said to a Star reporter:

“The democrats of Virginia belleve in
conserving the institutions of the country
and the property of the people. They are,
therefore, for restoring silver coinage and
arresting the system of contraction which
shrinks property and increases the burden
of taxes and debt, The democratic state
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convention will, in my opinion, so declare
if it represents ils constituency, as I hope
and belleve it will

“A Presldent who would ecarry out plat-
form promises Is what the American people
want. Congress, coming from all sections
and immaodlately reprezenting all the states
#nd all the people, Is the body which should
shape political policles, and the velo power,
with the power of patronage, should not be
exerclsed in hostility to Its deliberate judg-
mcnt. The British people have long glnce
vassed the time when they would submit
their poliey to excentive dictation, and free
Institutions eannot bhe maintained unless
the people are stronz enough to elect rep-
resentatives who will obey their will with-
out that dictation.

“The democratic party will earry the
courntry as soon as it becomes thoroughly
democratic, and it would not have been
overthrown in 1593 if it had done what it
premizsed to do.

“The idea of international agreement is
well enough in its way, but *who will bell
th= cat? the question asked of the mice, is
supplanted by the question, Who will guar-
antee or enforce international agreement?
When we were three or four millions of
people we set up independence without in-
ternational agreement. Now that we are
0000000, to declare our dependence is a
folly stupendous. The fact is, International
agreement I8 an International toy, which
has heen used to amuse the people for
twenty-five vears. They are no longer in
the mood to ‘be pleased with a rattle and
tickled with a straw.” "

Arkansas.

The sixteen votes of Arkan=as will stand
solid and firm to the last at Chicago for
free s'lver. While one of the candidates
for governor of the state is running on a
“silver or nothing™ platform, it is not cer-
tain that the delegates from the state will
consent to joining a new movement and
leaving ithe democratic party if the gold
stendard men have control of affairs at the
national convention. There has mnot been
quile so much talk of this kind among the
Arkansas representatives as has been the
case In some other states, but ¢very mem-
ber of the delegation admits that the nomi-
nation of a gold man at Chicago would
lcse thousands of democrats to the ticket.
Their words intimate that it mieht be hard
to hold the state. Arkansas silver men are
£11 confident tha® the national convention
will be controlled by silver men. Senator
Jenes and Representative Terry say so, and
confidently pradict that the silverites will
have a comfortable working muajority. They
have no other idea, and that is why there
is so little talk rrom Arkansas about bolt-
ing.

To a Star reporter, who asked if there
was any doubt about what kind of a dele-
gution would be sent to Chicago, Represent-
ative Dinsmore sald: “There i3 no sort of
deubt about what Arkansas will do. Nine-
ty-five per cent of the democrats of the
state are for the free and unlimited coin-
age of silver. 1t is the determined purpose
o1 the democracy of the state, inspired and
encouraged as much as poussible by every
member of the delegation in Congress, to
send no delegate to the Chicago convention
wko 1s not reliably certain to use his influ-
ence 1o commit the party to the free and
unlimited coinage of silver and gold by the
United Stales government at a ratio of 16
to lil Independent of any other country on
earth.”

The stat= convention will meet in May,
and Senator Jones will likely e one of the
“big guns” of the delegation to the national
convention. Senator Berry could go if he
desired, but he has never attended many
national couventions.

Minsinsippd.

Both Senators and all the Representatives
from Mississippi, except Representative
Catchings, are strong believers in the white
metal. It is =aid that there are fewer gold
standard men in the state than in any other
commonawealtih In the country. Senator-
elect Money, therefore, probably voiced the
serliments of the people of his state in say-
ing to a Star reporter:

“The Mississippl state convention meets
on April 20. The delegation will be for the
free"and unlimited colnage of silver at the'
ratio of 16 to 1, independent of the action of
any other government. The men who EO to
the naiional convention will carry out the
views of the people of the state. They will
not only assznt to the proposition of free
sliver, but must zfiirmatively indorse it.
The delegetes will not only be sound in prin-
ciple, but firm in maintaining It. They will
not be committed to any candidate, but they
want a man who will stand on the platform
and not on his own opinion. The sliver sen-
timent is daily intensifying In the state, and
no equivocation or evasion In the platform
or in the candidate will be tolerated.”

Benator Money is further of the opinion
that the silver men will be in the majority
at the national convention. It is not known
whether Mr. Money wants to go to Chicago,

but if he desires it he can be a delegate with-
out any trouble.
Representative Catchings is a strong gold

:lta.ndu-d man, the only one in the delega-
on.

South Carolina.

There is & strong possibility of two dele
gations to Chicage from South Carolinm
In fact, the little palmetto state is in a ter-
rible plight, politically. Nobody knows the
outcome, and even the astute Senator Till-
man, the man whose word has been law In
the state, may be somewhat apprehensive
how South Carolina will end up. The Sera-
tor, however, says he does not belleve thers
will be two delegations from the state, as
a contested delegation will have mno
grounds to stand on.

The threat of a contesting delegation
comes about over a recent letter Senator
Tillman wrote 1o a constituent. The letter
was published in The Star. It stated that
South Carolina would send a delegation to
Chicago, but should the convention not
decide for silver, the delegates would bolt
and join the silver people of the west. The
Greenville News, one of the leading gold
daily papers of the state, calls upon Stale
Chairman Irby to know whether he will
fanction any such talk as Senator Tillman
is guilty of. The News says: “If the state
convention takes any such action as Sena-
tor Tillman suggests, we will-advocate the
calling of another democratic convention,
the independent reorganization of the party
ard the eleoction of a set of delegates in-
slructed and pledged to abide the result of
the action of the natiopal oconvention,
whatever it may be.” Senator Tillman and
kis followers, however, will probably be Loo
sharp to allow such threats as this to be
carried out. The state convention, which
meets, under the constitution of the party,
in May, will not “take any such action as
Senator Tiliman suggests'—that is, it will
not take the action on the eurface. The
convention, it is expectad, will not instruct
the delegates to bolt, but delegates will be
¢lected who may boit if the action of the
national convention does not sult them.
Tlese men, too, will represent the feelings
and se¢ntiments of a large majority of the
white men of the state. Since S.nator Till-
muan became prominent in the siate, ahout
S0,000 of the 85,000 while men of South Car-
olina have supported him, and still ao wmo,
wlile the remaining 30,000 have bitterly op-
poged him. Up to this time the minority
kas not bolted any of the nominations
made, and has sanctioned, in a soft-heart-
¢l manner, the actions of the state con-
ventlons, controlled by Tillman and his
SLpporters. The rainority now seces that
Tillman and his people are preparing to
l’u]';. and it 1s Lixing to tuke advantage
[

The political history of the time since
Tilltuan made his triumphant appearance
lx_ deeply interesting. As stated, Senator
Tillman has Lad the large majority of the
white people at his back. There have been
muaLy tiireats that the minority wouid
unite with the republicans and beat the
“reformers,” or Tillmanites, The reform-
ers held a constitutional convention last
year and adopted a new censtitution, which
distranchised over 50000 illiterate negroes,
Stll, sheuld the minority democrais and
1epublicans unite they would have a ma-
Jority over the Tillman faction, could a full
vole be polled. They would hardly win,
because the managers of the election and
the party machinery will be controlled by
the Tillmapites, but the minority democratg
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assert thst they have too long Licen usefl
to ballot-box stufling themselves to allow
the Tillmanites to work that kind of &
game on them, and should it be attempted,
there would be bloodshed.

The rather startling statement is made
by the Greenville News that *“as it looks
now the state willi go republican in tederal
politice. There will be no such unity
among the white people as is needed to
make counting In and counting out safe
and essy. Under the new election laws a
fair count will give 50,08 or more negro
votes, and we belleve 20,000 or 30,000 white
men will vote the republican ticket am
against a free silver or populist nomina-
tion.”

South Carolina Congressmen laugh at
this prediction, and say they will carry the
state for {ree rilver certain, and they are
about right, say those who know. Prac-
tically all the farmers of the state are with
Tillman, and they would not allow their
negro tenants to vole. This would reduce
the negro vote way below the estimate
made by the News,

Senator Tillman himself will lead the
South Carelina delegation at Chicago. Gov,
Evans, who will possibly succeed Senator
Irby, will be another of the delegates.
Congressman Wilson will be another one,
if he consents to go.

Should the national convention be for
silver, Senator Tillman's name may, as a
compliment, be presented by the South
Carolina  delegation as a candidate for
President. While the Senator does not talk
ahout this little project himself, he did not
hesitate to say to a Star reporter: “If the
sllver democrats will put out a genuine
sllver man at Chicago they will sweep this
country, and will elect a President and
Vice President without a doubt.”

There is not a South Carcolina Represen-
tative who has announced that he will sup-
port a gold standard demecrat. Senator
Irby recently stated that he would abide
the nmomination at Chicago, but his days
are siid to be numhered as a Senator If he
hus to depend on “reform®™ votes for re-
election. His idea now is to cultivate the
friendship of the minority, which has bit-
terly opposed him heretofore, and trust to
some kind of a combination re-electing him
to the Senate,

To a Star reporter Representative Wil-
son said:

“If the Chicago convention repudlates the
fixed and determined foundation principles
of the democratic party, hitherto unchang-
ed and unquestioned during its whole his-
tory, by refusing to declare In fts platform
for bhoth gold and silver as standard money,
with equal rights of coinage at the mints
at a fixed ratlo, and of equal legal tender
properties, then that convention will be-
tray the party and the voters who com-
puse it. There will then be but one course
for demccrats to pursue, and that is to re-
pudiate the comvention. However, there is
very litile danger of that development, as
the friends of silver will control the con-
ventien by over fifty majority, and will
frame the platform upon established demo-
cratic principles. If there is any bolting, it
will be by the goldites. PBut, under the
two-thirds rule, the sliver delegates, though
In the majority, will not be able alone to
nominate. They can, however, pass a reso-
lution requiring Its proposed standard
bearers to pledge themselves to faithfully
and without mental reservation or evasion
stand upon the platform. That would pro-
tect the party and hold it to its moorings.
The ncminees will, consequently, be
friends of silver or there will be none.
Subsequent proceedings will then be very
interesting throughout the country to alil
parties. And 1 belleve the democratic party
will emerge from the tangle purificd and
sironger than it is today.”

Georgia.

Georgia's state corvention meets on the
Z5th of June. The silver men say positively
that they will elect a eolid delegation, and
will also instruct the delo- “ion.

The four dclegates-at-l are llkely to
be Senator Bacon, €X-Spanr Crisp, Tditor
Howell of the Constitutivn and ex-Senator
Pat Walsh. Representative Livingston sald
te The Star man: “Georgla Ia for a straight *
silver man. We don’t want a straddle and
won't have it. We had rather vote for a
sound meney man than a straddler. It is
wrong to impose upon the mas-es. The plat-
form and the man must botk be for silver or
the other way. The McKinley platform is a
disgrace and we won't have anything to do
with one of that kird.”

Mr. Livingston is confilent that the white
metal advocates will have everything their
own way at Chicago. He long ago figured
out a majority for that side, and sticks to
his prediction.

A very eernest fight is In progress be-
tween the administration forces, led by
Secretary Hoke Smith, and the silver men,
led by ex-Speaker Crisp. Usually there
have been two conventions, one to mom-
inate Representatives to Congress, eto., and
cne to elect delegates to the national con-
vention. The silver men have succeeded in



